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Pittsburgh Office    T  412.476.2000 

385 East Waterfront Drive   F  412.476.2020 

Homestead, Pennsylvania 15120 

January 7, 2022 

Project R210388.03 

Attention: Project Review Request 
Pennsylvania Ecological Field Office 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
110 Radnor Road, Suite 101 
State College, Pennsylvania 16801-7987 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act Coordination 
Ohio Valley Connector Expansion Project, Equitrans, L.P. 
Greene County, Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) #743054 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Equitrans, L.P. (Equitrans) is seeking a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity from the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act as amended, 
authorizing Equitrans to construct and operate the proposed Equitrans Ohio Valley Connector Expansion 
Project (Project) in Greene County, Pennsylvania (PA); Wetzel County, West Virginia (WV); and Monroe 
County, Ohio (OH). 

The purpose of the Project is to meet the needs of current and future customers to serve markets in a 
timely, cost-effective, efficient, and environmentally sensitive manner that minimizes incremental 
temporary and permanent impacts. 

The scope of facilities is shown on the Project Overview Map (Attachment 1) and includes the following 
proposed pipeline, associated aboveground facilities, access roads, cathodic protection, staging areas, 
and contractor/laydown yards: 

 Addition of two Taurus 70 turbines at the Cygrymus Compressor Station with additional 
mechanical and electrical equipment to support the horsepower (HP) increase in Greene County, 
PA. 

 Addition of one Mars 100 compressor unit to support the existing Mars 100 compressor unit, at 
the extant Corona Compressor Station, with supplementary mechanical and electrical equipment 
to support the HP increase in Wetzel County, WV. 

 Addition of one Titan 130 to the two existing Taurus 70 compressor units at the Plasma 
Compressor Station with additional mechanical and electrical equipment to support the HP 
increase in Monroe County, OH. 

 Approximately 0.5-mile of new 16-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (H-327) in Greene County, 
PA. 

 Approximately 0.5-mile of new 12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (H-328) in Greene County, 
PA. 

 Approximately 3.7 miles of new 24-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (H-326) in Wetzel County, 
WV. 

 Approximately 129 feet (0.02 mile) of new eight-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (H-329) in 
Wetzel County, WV. 

 Approximately 0.7-mile of new 16-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (H-330) in Wetzel County, 
WV. 
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 Approximately 0.09-mile of new 16-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (H-330 Spur) in Wetzel 
County, WV. 

 Approximately 160 feet (0.03-mile) of new 12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (Logansport 
Spur) in Wetzel County, WV. 

 One new deep anode groundbed and rectifier for cathodic protection in Greene County, PA. 

 Additional new ancillary facilities, such as a valve yard, taps, and internal inspection device (pig) 
launchers and receivers in Greene County, PA. 

 Additional new ancillary facilities, such as mainline valves, valve yards, measuring equipment, 
and internal inspection device (pig) launchers and receivers in Wetzel County, WV. 

 Use of new and existing temporary and permanent access roads, staging/parking areas, and 
contractor yards in Greene County, PA and Wetzel County, WV. 

 Use of existing permanent access road in Monroe County, OH. 

PA Project Components 

GAI Consultants, Inc. (GAI) is performing environmental services for Equitrans, regarding the Project in 
Greene County, PA (Project Location Map – Attachment 2). Project components in Greene County, 
PA, will include: 

 Addition of two Taurus 70 turbines at the Cygrymus Compressor Station with additional 
mechanical and electrical equipment to support the horsepower (HP). 

 Approximately 0.5 mile of new 16-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (H-327). 

 Approximately 0.5 mile of new 12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline (H-328). 

 One new deep anode groundbed and rectifier for cathodic protection. 

 Additional new ancillary facilities, such as a valve yard, taps, and internal inspection device (pig) 
launchers and receivers. 

 New and use of existing temporary and permanent access roads, staging areas, and contractor 
yards. 

Previous Agency Consultation 

GAI uploaded electronic shapefiles of the Project locations in PA as part of the PA Natural Diversity 
Inventory (PNDI) review on September 29, 2021, (PNDI #743054). The Project components in PA are 
within the Rough Creek [Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) #050200050306], Hargus Creek (HUC 
#050200050301), PA Fork Fish Creek (HUC #050301061101), and PA Fork Dunkard Creek (HUC 
#050200050103) watersheds. GAI requested technical assistance from the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) PA Ecological Field Office regarding Endangered Species Act compliance for 
Project components in PA on October 21, 2021. As you are aware, GAI and the PA Ecological Field 
Office of the USFWS are actively coordinating with regards to the PNDI correspondence. 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) 
Coordination 

GAI, on behalf of Equitrans, would like to provide your office with the Project’s proposed strategies to 
avoid and minimize impacts to migratory birds and Bald and Golden Eagles in accordance with the MBTA 
(16 U.S.C. 703-712; Ch. 128; July 13, 1918; 40 Stat. 755, as amended) and the BGEPA of 1940 
(16 U.S.C. 668-668d, 54 Stat. 250, as amended). 

The Project is within the Appalachian Mountains Bird Conservation Region 28 (BCR 28). BCR 28 consists 
of rugged terrain dominated by deciduous forest types at lower elevations and combinations of pine, 
hemlock, spruce, and fir at higher elevations. While flatter portions are in agricultural use, most of the 
region is forested. The vegetation communities in the Project area are utilized by a variety of migratory 
and non-migratory bird species. 
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Bird species likely to inhabit the Project area include the American Woodcock (Scolopax minor), Northern 
Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis), Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum), Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter 
cooperii), Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus), Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus), Wild Turkey 
(Meleagris gallopavo), Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna), Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura), 
American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), and Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias). 

Priority forest birds include Cerulean Warbler (Setophaga cerulea), Black-throated Blue Warbler 
(Setophaga caerulescens), Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera), and Henslow’s Sparrow 
(Ammodramus henslowii). Based on review of the PA Bald Eagle Nesting Locations online mapping tool, 
no eagle nests have been observed within the PA section of the Project. 

MTBA and GBEPA Protection Measures 

Equitrans will implement the following minimization and mitigation measures to minimize impacts to 
migratory birds during construction and operation of the Project: 

 Where practicable, the Project will utilize existing access roads and contractor yards or locate 
access roads and contractor yards within previously cleared or disturbed areas. 

 The Project will co-locate the proposed pipeline with existing infrastructure where feasible. 

 In accordance with FERC regulations, Equitrans will not conduct vegetation maintenance over the 
full width of the permanent right of way (ROW) in wetlands or at waterbodies. A riparian strip at 
least 25 feet wide, measured from a waterbody's mean high watermark, will be allowed to 
revegetate with native plant species and will not be maintained. 

 The width of the permanent, maintained ROW will be minimized to 50 feet with restrictions 
imposed by FERC. 

 To facilitate periodic pipeline corrosion/leak surveys in wetlands or at waterbodies, a corridor 
centered on the pipeline up to 10 feet wide will be maintained in an herbaceous state. 

 To prevent damage to the pipeline, trees within 15 feet of the pipeline which are greater than 15 
feet in height will be selectively cut and removed for the entire length of the permanent ROW. 

 No herbicides or pesticides will be used within 100 feet of a wetland or waterbody except as 
allowed by the applicable land management or state agency. 

 The frequency of the vegetation maintenance for the entire length of the ROW will not exceed 
once every three years except for a 10-foot-wide corridor directly over the centerline, which would 
be maintained annually as needed. 

 Routine vegetation mowing, and clearing will not take place between April 15 to August 1 of any 
year, thus avoiding the breeding and nesting season for migratory birds. 

 Project construction will adhere to Project-specific erosion and sediment control plans. 

No Bald or Golden Eagle nests had been identified during Project field review. If eagles are encountered, 
the Project will adhere to the general migratory bird avoidance measures outlined above, and USFWS 
avoidance measures specific to eagles. To prevent “take” under the BGEPA, if eagle nests are 
discovered during Project activities, Equitrans will coordinate with the USFWS to implement and maintain 
compliance with the BGEPA. 

Equitrans anticipates approximately 48.06 acres of tree clearing for the Project, of which 7.22 acres would 
occur at PA Project areas. To avoid and minimize impacts to migratory birds because of the Project, 
Equitrans will implement the clearing of natural habitats (e.g., forests, woodlots) between November 15 to 
March 31, and semi-natural habitats (e.g., reverting fields, fencerows, shrubby areas) to be conducted 
between September 1 and March 31. Upon completion of construction, disturbance areas will be restored 
to pre-construction contours and revegetated. 
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Conclusion 

Equitrans is requesting your comments regarding the Project’s proposed avoidance and 
minimization measures related to the MBTA and BGEPA. Similar letters have been sent to the WV 
and OH Field Offices of the USFWS. 

GAI and Equitrans thank you in advance for your assistance. If you have questions or require further 
information, contact me at 412.399.5317 or via email at j.broush@gaiconsultants.com. 

Sincerely, 

GAI Consultants, Inc. 

 

 

Jennifer C. Broush, MBA 
Associate/ Director, Environmental and Energy Services 

 

JCB/mms 

Attachment:  Attachment 1 (Project Overview Map) 

Attachment 2 (Project Location Map) 

 

           Jennifer Broush
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ATTACHMENT 1 

PROJECT OVERVIEW MAP  
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ATTACHMENT 2 

PROJECT LOCATION MAP 
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From: Hunter Lieb 

Sent: Thursday, January 6, 2022 5:09 PM 

To: 'Shellenberger, Pamela' 

Cc: Jason Palonis; Angela Lundy; Jennifer Broush 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Consultation Status Inquiry - PNDI 743054 

 

Hello again Ms. Shellenberger, 

 

Thank you for your response. Equitrans plans to commit to tree removal in Pennsylvania between 

November 15th and March 31st for facilities associated with the OVCX Project.  

 

At this time, we would like to know if your office has additional concerns with regard to other federally-

listed species in the project area? 

 

Furthermore, we would like to provide your office a coordination request letter in acknowledgement of 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. Would it be acceptable to 

provide this document via email to avoid delays during these challenging times? 

 

Thank you, 

 
W. Hunter Lieb 

D 412.399.5127   M 724.263.7345 

 

GAI CONSULTANTS CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This 
communication is solely for the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this 
transmission includes any technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design 
and/or construction.  

 

From: Shellenberger, Pamela <pamela_shellenberger@fws.gov>  

Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 11:53 AM 

To: Hunter Lieb <H.Lieb@gaiconsultants.com> 

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Consultation Status Inquiry - PNDI 743054 

 

EXERCISE CAUTION: This is an External Email Message! 

**Think before clicking on links, opening attachments, or responding** 

Hi Hunter,  

 

I hope you have a good holiday. I am looking at this project now. Your commitment to tree 

removal between October 1 and March is too broad. Since this is not located within a known 

maternity area in PA, bats could be swarming nearby in unknown hibernacula between October 

1 and November 15. Are you able to commit to only removing trees between November 15 and 

March 31 in PA? 

 

Thank you, 



From: Shellenberger, Pamela <pamela_shellenberger@fws.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 11:53 AM 

To: Hunter Lieb 

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Consultation Status Inquiry - PNDI 743054 

 

EXERCISE CAUTION: This is an External Email Message! 

**Think before clicking on links, opening attachments, or responding** 

Hi Hunter,  

 

I hope you have a good holiday. I am looking at this project now. Your commitment to tree 

removal between October 1 and March is too broad. Since this is not located within a known 

maternity area in PA, bats could be swarming nearby in unknown hibernacula between October 

1 and November 15. Are you able to commit to only removing trees between November 15 and 

March 31 in PA? 

 

Thank you, 

 

_____________________ 

 

Pamela Shellenberger (she/her) 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Pennsylvania Field Office 

110 Radnor Road, Suite 101 

State College, PA 16801 

814-234-4090 x7459 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/pafo/ 

 
Working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the 

American people. 

 

Note: I am currently teleworking. Email is the best way to contact me. Thank you!  

 

 

 
From: Hunter Lieb <H.Lieb@gaiconsultants.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, December 29, 2021 1:27 PM 

To: Shellenberger, Pamela <pamela_shellenberger@fws.gov> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Consultation Status Inquiry - PNDI 743054  

  

  

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening 

attachments, or responding.   

 

Hello Ms. Shellenberger, 



  

I am reaching out on behalf of GAI Consultants and Equitrans, LP to ask for an update on the status of a 

project consultation request that we submitted concerning the Ohio Valley Connector Expansion 

Project. The project was reviewed in the PNDI on October 20, 2021, and we sent a letter including the 

requisite materials to your office on October 21st. The PNDI receipt number is 743054. We would like to 

know what the review status of this submission is, and when we may reasonably expect a response from 

the USFWS. 

  

I also left a voicemail on your office phone. Please feel free to respond by either phone or email. 

  

Thank you for your time, 

  
W. Hunter Lieb 
Environmental Specialist 

GAI Consultants, 6000 Town Center Blvd., Suite 300, Canonsburg, PA 15317 

T 724.873.3545   D 412.399.5127   M 724.263.7345  

Facebook  |  LinkedIn  |  Twitter  |  YouTube  |  Instagram  |  Glassdoor  |  News & Insights 

 
GAI CONSULTANTS CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication contains confidential information belonging to the sender and may be legally privileged. This 
communication is solely for the use of its intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient, inform the sender of the error and remove this email from your system. If this 
transmission includes any technical information, design data, and/or recommendations, they are provided only as a matter of convenience and may not be used for final design 
and/or construction.  
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